THE JOHN O. MARTINO AWARD WAS CREATED IN HONOR OF THE FIRST BWAA PRESIDENT. THIS AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO AN INDIVIDUAL, COMPANY, OR ORGANIZATION THAT HAS DEVOTED TIME, ENERGY, AND TALENT FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE SPORT OF BOWLING.

FIRST PRESENTED IN 1976, PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS INCLUDE HELEN DUVAL, FRED BORDEN, DICK RITGER, JOHN SOMMER, ANHEUSER BUSCH, AND ABC/ESPN.
THIS YEAR’S WINNER IS A MEMBER OF FIVE HALLS OF FAME. OFF THE LANES, HE BECAME FAMOUS FOR HIS "EQUATION," AN UNUSUAL ENGINEERED REVISION OF THE BOWLING STANCE AND BALL DELIVERY THAT STRESSED ACCURACY. AN OWNER OF NUMEROUS U.S. PATENTS, HE PRODUCED HIS OWN LINE OF BOWLING BALLS AND STILL EXPERIMENTS WITH COVERSTOCKS AND OTHER CHEMICAL COMPOSITIONS. HE WRITES AN ONLINE INSTRUCTIONAL COLUMN FOR BOWLERS JOURNAL INTERNATIONAL AND IS A USBC GOLD LEVEL COACH AND PBA CONSULTANT. "THE SPOOK,” WHO PUBLISHED HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, FAST LANES, WITH FREDERICK KLEIN IN 1988, IS A RENOWNED SHOWMAN AND BOWLING AMBASSADOR AT COACHING CLINICS AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS NATIONWIDE. A POPULAR GUEST ON SPORTS TALK RADIO, HE DOES COMMENTARY FOR CHICAGO-AREA BOWLING SHOWS AND IS ALWAYS GOOD FOR A MEATY NEWS QUOTE IN WHATEVER CITY HE VISITS.

