NABI

The National Sporting Goods Association conducts an annual study of participation in all sports.  The latest study revealed that 45.5 million Americans, ages 7 and over, bowled in 2005…the highest total in 22 years.

Conversely, USBC (United States Bowling Congress) figures reveal the fact that organized bowling is gradually declining.   Yet, weekend tournaments like the ABT and NABI tournaments, geared to attract lower average bowlers, continue to offer enticing prizes and seem to be holding their own. 

Interestingly, the PBA membership has grown to record numbers. However,  megabucks tournaments, particularly the High Roller and the Mini Eliminator, are now competing against one another and are exhausting and draining the pool of “action” players. After all, there are a limited number of bowlers who can afford to compete in ALL megabucks activities. 

 Several decades ago, the High Roller offered a guaranteed first place prize of $100,000 but, due to increased competition, prize money has fallen off. Currently, promoters of these big events advertise first place checks of $50,000. They ADVERTISE “guaranteed” $50,000 first place check but this is not to say they always pay the “guaranteed” monies. Consider the Mini Eliminator, which this year altered its prize list AFTER all entrants arrived in Las Vegas. This, despite the fact that at least 60 bowlers came from foreign countries.

In contrast, the granddaddy of all “amateur” contests, the National Amateur Bowlers, Inc (NABI) quietly goes about its business with limited fanfare, pay fully guaranteed prizes, and continue to drew over 1500 bowlers to its annual NABI national tournament in Las Vegas.

Perhaps there is good reasoning for this. Operators of the High Roller and Mini Eliminator tournaments are profit driven promotions… and rightfully so. They spend great sums of money promoting their events and make no secret of seeking handsome profits. This is their means of livelihood. 

On the other hand, John McCoy, owner and operator of NABI has made most of his money in the plastics business. But his first love has always been the bowling business.   He and his four brothers owned a bowling center in Kansas City and, together with bowling promoter Lloyd Harless; they ran a local tournament group called the “Tournament Bowlers Association”.  This tournament was solely for low average bowlers.  In 1982, John and brother Jim McCoy decided to go national and formed National Amateur Bowlers Inc. (NABI).  They started out with 48 clubs across the country and added Dave and Judy Soutar as part of the team.

McCoy says,  “People are hungry for competition on the ground level.  That’s why we use handicaps.  At the grass roots, they bowl in different centers most weekends so they learn how to adjust.  We try to bowl on normal conditions and stay away from house conditions for the most part.”  

The competitive environment as well as bowling instruction under varying  conditions creates an environment that  average bowlers can thrive on—NABI has bowlers from every walk of life; men, women, the young and the old.  All are welcome.  

NABI held its first national tournament at the most popular bowling center in the world, the Showboat Lanes, in Las Vegas.  NABI grew to 68,000 members in 1990 and moved national finals to the Orleans Hotel and Casino in 1995. 

NABI is John McCoy’s baby. He has sold a great portion of his plastics business and advertises on the internet. He has plunged headlong into the betterment of NABI. Membership is presently 36,000. McCoy has hired Jack Cook, former manager of the Showboat Lanes as his driving force to increase awareness of the NABI tournaments and increase membership. To date, Cook is well on his way to achieving his and McCoy’s desired goals.

The NABI national tournament has something for everyone. For example, during this year’s tournament at the Orleans, they featured additional events such as Two squads of “Beat the Ebonite Pros”, with squads following in “Challenge” and Kickoff” divisions. In a nutshell, in addition to the competition, continuous bowling challenges kept the participants as active as they desired.  Most of all, everyone was having the time of their lives.

First place checks in various divisions ranged from $2000 to $40,000. The National champion won $40,000, the runner-up collected $20,000, unbelievable sums for amateur prizes.

NABI staff runs a very tight ship and that shapes up to meaningful scoring and fair play.   They have the power to re-rate a player in the middle of the tournament and have twice won cases where their authority was challenged in courts. Consequently, sandbaggers avoid NABI tournaments. The averages range from 137 to 205 with a whole lot of bowlers in between the high and low. Many members have bowled in every NABI national tournament. It’s like a reunion for a lot of bowlers.  

While this is strictly an amateur event, strict rules are enforced. Balls are checked in the paddock. Each bowler is allowed to list eight balls on his/her card and they must ALL be checked in. There are strict dress codes and NABI has very few problems in this area because the bowlers realize it is an adult recreation and dress accordingly.

John McCoy is still an avid bowler whose competitive drive has not deserted him. However, his first love is NABI. He has visions of bringing it back to its glory days of 65,000 members. While this seems to be a tall order, this is not entirely out of the realm of possibility.

Average bowlers are hungry for competition and NABI is the venue that will provide that opportunity to compete for enticing prize funds as well.  Under the direction of Jack Cook, it may happen sooner than anyone can imagine.

