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Gentlemen:

Jack Tipton and his bowling career nearly came to an end following a hit-and-run accident on the morning of April 16, 1990. He was a top area bowler at the time, averaging nearly 200 at Fair Lanes Capital Plaza. He had rolled his first 700 series 20 years earlier at age 21 after leaving the junior ranks at Fair Lanes University.

After being hit by the car of an unknown driver, he was thrown about 12 feet into a gutter, and his left arm was shattered in three places. His left leg was broken below the knee, and he lost four pints of blood. Six nerves were torn in his left shoulder, and he was paralyzed on his left side. He was in a coma for five days in the intensive care unit of the Washington Hospital Center, where he remained for a month. He then was transferred to the National Rehabilitation Hospital, where he stayed another month. Metal plates were inserted into his left leg and left arm. Nerves had been transplanted from his chest to his left side, which remains paralyzed today.
During the slow rehabilitation process, Jack learned to walk, but he was determined to return to the sport he loved. Being right-handed, he knew there was a chance, even if his left side was paralyzed.
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