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AMATEUR STARS MARK LEWIS AND BOB HANSON

ELECTED TO AMERICAN BOWLING CONGRESS HALL OF FAME

GREENDALE, Wis. – Mark Lewis of Wichita, Kan., and Bob Hanson of Minneapolis, two bowlers who made their mark on the sport in the amateur ranks, were elected into the American Bowling Congress Hall of Fame during Hall of Fame board meetings Sept. 13 in Milwaukee.  

Lewis and Hanson will be inducted during ceremonies March 18 on the ABC Championships Tournament lanes at the National Bowling Stadium in Reno, Nev.

Both bowlers have exceptional ABC Tournament and international competition records.

Lewis, 48, came to national attention in 1988 when he won the ABC Tournament Regular Doubles title with Mark Jensen. That year he also was a member of the Chilton Vending team that earned the Team All-Events title.  He returned with Chilton Vending in 1989 to earn the Regular Team title and won his fourth ABC Tournament title as a member of Team USA Support No. 2, which won Team All-Events in 2001.

Lewis was the 1987 men’s National Amateur Champion and a two-time member of Team USA (1988 and 1989).  He won a gold medal in trios and a silver medal in team in the 1989 Federation Internationale des Quilleurs American Zone Championships. 

In 1988, he also won the Pre-Olympic Bowl Down to become the male representative in the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul, Korea, where bowling was conducted as an exhibition sport.  He finished sixth in the individual competition in Seoul.

“All I can say is that I’m shocked and surprised,” said Lewis after being notified of his election to the Hall. “I’ve always looked up to the people in the ABC Hall of Fame as motivation for my own bowling career.”
The board approved an amendment to transfer election of non-pro candidates from a general ballot to the Hall of Fame board.  This new authority enabled Lewis to be elected at the board level.  Hanson was elected in the Veterans’ category.
Hanson, 76, was a member of one of the most dominant teams in ABC Tournament history, the Hamm’s Beer team in the 1960s and early 70s.  He won the 1965 ABC Tournament Team All-Events title and finished second in Regular Team.  In 1970 and 1972, he again won team titles with Hamm’s.

As an international competitor, he won gold medals in five-player and eight-player team competition in the 1971 FIQ World Championships in Milwaukee.  In the 1974 FIQ American Zone Championships in Caracas, Venezuela, he earned a silver in eight-man team and a bronze in doubles with Ron Woolet.

“I was just flabbergasted,” Hanson said upon notification of his election to the Hall. “It’s hard to put into words what the sport has meant to me. I feel very fortunate to have bowled with some great bowlers and teams during my career.  I feel like I was in the right place at the right time and made the best of it.”
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In other action, the ABC Hall of Fame board added Pete Couture of Titusville, Fla., to the Regular ballot which will be mailed to the Hall of Fame’s panel consisting of ABC Hall of Fame members, veteran journalists and industry leaders for voting later this year.

In addition to Couture, the National ballot will include carryovers Jeff Richgels, Madison, Wis.; John Handegard, Nacogdoches, Texas; Mickey Higham, Battle Creek, Mich.; John Hricsina, Franklin, Pa.; Pete McCordic, Houston; Harry Sullins, Chesterfield Township, Mich. and Gene Stus, Allen Park, Mich.

To earn election to the ABC Hall of Fame, candidates must be named on at least 70 percent of the national ballots cast.

PHOTOS OF LEWIS AND HANSON AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
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