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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For more information, contact:

Deanna Ashby, RSCVA (775-827-7750)

E-mail: dashby@rscva.com 

ABC Public Relations (800/514-2695, ext. 3227)

E-mail: abcpr@bowlinginc.com
ABC RENEWS AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT TOURNAMENT 

AT RENO’S NATIONAL BOWLING STADIUM
RENO, Nev. (October 6, 2003)—One of the most successful partnerships in bowling history will continue into the next decade.  The American Bowling Congress has signed a letter of intent extension with the Reno-Sparks Convention & Visitors Authority (RSCVA) for the National Bowling Stadium to remain the home of the ABC Championships Tournaments in 2010, 2013 and 2016.

“The ABC Tournament is a proven commodity,” said Jack Mordini, ABC assistant executive director.  “We’ve had our four largest tournaments at the Stadium and we continue to ‘over deliver.’  Back in the early ‘90s when the project first started, we had no idea that we could attract tournaments of this size even considering this is the largest sports participation event in the country. Our bowlers enjoy Reno, therefore, it only makes good business sense to continue our relationship with the community.”

According to Jeff Beckelman, president and CEO for the RSCVA, “The extension with ABC means a continued strong economic impact for the Reno-Tahoe region in the years to come.  We’ve enjoyed our partnership with ABC and are thrilled that we will continue to host the event in Reno.”   

The ABC Tournament has been held at the NBS every third year since 1995 when the first major event attracted a record 17,285 5-player teams.   As part of the current agreement, the 2004 ABC Tournament will be conducted Feb. 14-June 27 and will return in 2007.  There are already 13,500 teams signed up for the 2004 event with almost three months before the entry closing.

“This is great news for Reno and for the bowlers,” said Reno Mayor Bob Cashell.  “The National Bowling Stadium remains a terrific facility for the tournaments, and Reno offers wonderful recreational and entertainment opportunities for tournament participants.”
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A key part of the negotiations was the re-signing of downtown properties Circus Circus Reno, Eldorado Hotel Casino and Silver Legacy Resort Casino as the event's presenting sponsors.
"We are excited to sponsor ABC's return to Reno through 2016, and are pleased that the National Bowling Stadium continues to draw great customers and bowlers to our region,” said Rick Murdock, vice president sales & marketing, Eldorado Hotel Casino, on behalf of the Eldorado, Silver Legacy Resort Casino and Circus Circus Reno.  “The bowlers are treasured guests, and we look forward to making our properties their home away from home."

As was the case in the original contract, ABC delegates must approve the letter of intent.  That action will take place March 19 in Reno during the ABC Annual Convention.
The 2004 event will mark the seventh time the ABC Tournament has been conducted in Reno and the fourth time at the National Bowling Stadium.  In 1977, 1984 and 1990 events were conducted at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center where ABC installed new lanes on an annual basis.
Additional news and entry information regarding the ABC Tournament may be found by visiting www.abctournament.com.
Reno-Tahoe, America’s Adventure Place, offers more than 40 golf courses and the largest concentration of ski resorts in North America—all within 90 minutes of the Reno/Tahoe International Airport.  Reno-Tahoe is the premier four-season destination with unlimited outdoor recreation, an abundance of arts and culture, numerous dining options and 24-hour gaming excitement. For more information on Reno-Tahoe, America’s Adventure Place visit www.renolaketahoe.com or call 800-FOR-RENO.

###
NOTE: A PHOTO FROM THE MEDIA CONFERENCE CONDUCTED AT THE BOWLING STADIUM WILL BE AVAILABLE ON OCT. 7.
